N. Korean discusses nuke arsenal, 
promotes generals. — International, 4A 


Former UA coach was mentor, teacher, 
father figure to his players. — Sports, 1C 


In the news 


E Mark Berte, executive 
director of the Alabama 
Coastal Foundation, said no 
eggs were disturbed in a sea 
turtle nest in Gulf Shores, 
Ala., where someone had 
removed a predator screen 
and dug a hole in the sand. 


E Jaden Hayden, 20, a 
Detroit nursing home pa- 
tient from Ypsilanti, Mich., 
was charged in the assault 
and larceny of Norman 
Bledsoe, his 75-year-old 
roommate, after Hayden 
posted a video of the at- 
tack on social media and 
stole Bledsoe’s credit cards, 
prosecutors said. 


E Ethan Hunsaker, 24, 
was arrested on suspicion 
of murder after he called 
911 to report he’d killed a 
25-year-old woman inside 
a home in Layton, Utah, and 
said he met the woman on 
the dating app Tinder, ac- 
cording to the Layton Police 
Department. 


E Darin Collins, the 
health director for the 
Woodland Park Zoo in Se- 
attle, said the zoo is “cau- 
tiously optimistic for a 
full recovery” of Kitoko, 
a 2-month-old gorilla that 
was badly injured when it 
was caught in a skirmish 
between its family group 
members. 


E Matthew Cameron, 
a spokesman for the Ten- 
nessee Wildlife Resources 
Agency, said two men fish- 
ing below the Fort Loudoun 
Dam were killed when their 
boat’s engine failed to start 
and the boat was pulled into 
the dam’s spillway. 


E Shane Cook, an emer- 
gency services captain in 
Monroe County, Ga., said 
“the trust of the public is 
imperative and of the ut- 
most importance to us” 
after two firefighters were 
fired for cheating in a fire 
instructor class at a state 
training center. 


E Jyoti Kumari, 15, from 
Darbhanga, India, rode 745 
miles home with her dis- 
abled father on the back 
of her bicycle after he lost 
his job as an auto rickshaw 
driver in a New Dehli sub- 
urb amid the country’s 
ban on nonessential travel 
during the pandemic. 


E Andrew Cooper, 47, a 
former police captain with 
the Sikeston, Mo., public 
safety department, was 
charged with five felonies 
including driving while 
intoxicated and causing a 
death in a wreck that killed 
one woman and injured 
four other people, including 
Cooper, prosecutors said. 


E Tony Underwood, a 
spokesman for the Union 
County, N.C., sheriff’s of- 
fice, said an investigation 
was underway after a depu- 
ty shot and wounded a man 
who was armed with a knife 
and disrupting an outdoor 
church service near his 
home in Waxhaw. 
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Children ride scooters past the Wonder Wheel on Sunday as they celebrate the Memorial Day week- 
end on the boardwalk at Coney Island in New York. More photos at arkansasonline.com/525covid/. 


(AP/Kathy Willens) 
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= Beach crowds 


prompt fears 


of virus surge 


U.S. including Brazilians 
on restricted travelers list 
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ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — 
The Memorial Day weekend 
marking the unofficial start 
of summer in the United 
States meant big crowds at 
beaches and warnings from 
authorities Sunday about 
people disregarding the 
coronavirus social-distanc- 
ing rules and risking a resur- 
gence of the scourge that has 
killed nearly 100,000 Amer- 
icans. 

Meanwhile, the White 
House broadened its travel 
ban against countries hard- 
hit by the virus by saying 
it would deny admission to 
foreigners who have recently 
been in Brazil. 


MORE CONTENE 
Full coverage of 
coronavirus 
arkansasonline. 
com/coronavirus/ 


Sheriff’s deputies and 
beach patrols tried to make 
sure people kept their dis- 
tance from others as they 
soaked up the rays on the 
sand and at parks and other 
recreation sites around the 
country. 

In the Tampa area along 
Florida’s Gulf Coast, the 
crowds were so big that au- 
thorities took the extraordi- 
nary step of closing parking 
lots because they were full. 

See VIRUS, Page 6A 


Arkansas logs another 147 cases, 1 death 


JOSEPH FLAHERTY 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Arkansas on Sunday report- 
ed 147 new covid-19 cases and 
one additional death, bringing 
the state’s cumulative total to 
5,922 cases and 116 fatalities, 
according to the Arkansas De- 
partment of Health. 

The number of new cas- 
es reported on Sunday was 
slightly lower than the previ- 
ous day’s 163, but it was in line 
with an increased number of 


PANDEMIC SETS Memorial Day SETS Memorial Day 
tone. Page 3A. 


MUSLIMS CELEBRATE amid virus 
restrictions. Page 4A. 


KEEP VACCINATIONS current, 
health officials urge parents. 
Page 1B. 


infections last week — what 
Gov. Asa Hutchinson on Sat- 
urday described as a “second 
peak” after an initial crest in 


late April. 

Active cases, the portion 
of the state’s cumulative cases 
that excludes people who have 
recovered or died, stood at 
1,658 on Sunday, 94 more than 
the day before. 

The county with the most 
active cases is St. Francis 
County — where hundreds of 
inmates at a federal prison have 
tested positive — followed by 
Jefferson, Benton and Washing- 
ton counties. Pulaski County 


had 138 active cases as of Sun- 
day, while the other counties 
with the most active cases had 
between 141 and 326, the De- 
partment of Health reported. 
According to the Depart- 
ment of Health, Calhoun 
County is the only county in 
the state that hasn’t reported 
at least one coronavirus case. 
On Thursday, Arkansas 
set a single-day record for 
new coronavirus infections, 
with 455 cases reported, 226 


of them outside correctional 
institutions. 

In an interview on Fox News 
Sunday, anchor Chris Wallace 
asked Hutchinson whether 
Arkansas has the virus under 
control given the number of 
new cases last week. 

Hutchinson suggested that 
officials were comfortable 
going through the first phase 
of reopening. Even with ex- 
panded testing, he said, the test 

See ARKANSAS, Page 5A 


Israeli 
premier 
defiant 


in court 


Netanyahu calls 
trial a conspiracy 
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JERUSALEM — To the 
sounds of his impassioned 
supporters chanting out- 
side, a defiant Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Net- 
anyahu strode into a Jeru- 
salem courtroom Sunday to 
face corruption charges in a 
long-awaited trial that has 
overshadowed three incon- 
clusive elections and deeply 
divided the country. 

As he entered the court- 
house to become the coun- 
try’s first sitting prime min- 
ister to go on trial, Netanya- 
hu launched into a lengthy 
tirade against the nation’s 
justice system in which he 
accused police, prosecutors, 
judges and the media of a 
deep state-type conspiracy 
aimed to oust him against 
the will of the people. 

“T stand before you 
with a straight back and 
head raised high,” he said 
at Sunday’s official reading 
of the charges, surrounded 
by leading Cabinet min- 
isters of his Likud party. 
“The objective is to depose 
a strong, right-wing prime 
minister, and thus remove 
the nationalist camp from 
the leadership of the coun- 
try for many years.” 

The standoff, and Net- 
anyahu’s own fiery rheto- 
ric, looked to worsen the 
nation’s deep divisions just 
after he swore in what he 
called a “unity” government 
with a former rival. Critics 
have said Netanyahu’s re- 
peated attacks on the le- 

See NETANYAHU, Page 5A 


sasonline.com/525hongkong/. 
(AP/Vincent Yu) 


Medical volunteers help a man walk away from a shopping district 
in Hong Kong on Sunday as police fire tear gas during a protest 
against China’s national security legislation. More photos at arkan- 


Hong Kong police 
break up protest 


Thousands decry Chinese legislation 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

HONG KONG — Hong 
Kong police fired tear gas 
and a water cannon at pro- 
testers in a popular shopping 
district Sunday, as thousands 
took to the streets to march 
against China’s move to im- 
pose national security legis- 
lation on the city. 

Pro-democracy support- 
ers have sharply criticized a 
proposal, set to be approved 
by China’s rubber-stamp 
parliament this week, that 


would ban secessionist and 
subversive activity, as well as 
foreign interference, in the 
semi-autonomous Chinese 
territory. 

The pro-democracy 
camp says the proposal goes 
against the “one country, two 
systems” framework that 
promises Hong Kong free- 
doms not found in mainland 
China. 

Crowds of demonstrators 
dressed in black gathered in 
the Causeway Bay district, 

See HONG KONG, Page 2A 


HISTORIC FLOODING: ONE YEAR LATER 
Farmers struggling 


to regain footholds 
But they’re facing another tough year 


GINNY MONK 
AND STEPHEN SIMPSON 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

When the Arkansas River 
flooded last spring, farmers 
already were wading through 
economic insecurity caused 
in part by a federal trade war 
with China. 

Then floodwaters over- 
whelmed levees, wiped 
out crops, damaged farm 
infrastructure and buried 
grazing land in sand across 
much of Arkansas, while 
wreaking billions in farm 
damage through the nation’s 
south-central region. 

Despite government aid 
programs such as the Farm 
Bill and supplemental pro- 
grams designed to help, ma- 
ny Arkansas farmers are still 
suffering, agriculture experts 
and farmers said. 

A second year of harsh 


weather — too wet for some 
plants, too cold for others — 
has slowed crop production. 

Rates of rice, cotton and 
soybeans that have been 
planted are lower than the 
averages for 2015 to 2019, ac- 
cording to data from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. 

For example, in the week 
ending May 17, Arkansas 
farmers had planted 76% of 
their rice. On average for the 
past five years, farmers had 
planted 88%. 

Rice generally should be 
planted by May 15, experts 
said. Arkansas is the leading 
US. producer of rice. 

Vic Ford, associate direc- 
tor of agriculture and natural 
resources at the University 
of Arkansas System’s Divi- 
sion of Agriculture, said he 
couldn’t recall a time with 

See FARMERS, Page 2A 


Conway County cattle farmer Tiffany Williams stands i in a sand-cov- 
ered field after the 2019 flooding. She said the sand has created 
an environment where only weeds can grow easily. 

(Special to the Democrat-Gazette) 


